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hristmas is only a month away and if you

are like me, it brings images of decora-

tions, beautifully wrapped gifts, the aroma
of shortbread and butter tarts, Nativity scenes and
lots of company.. For many families it means dip-
ping into the savings to create a holiday atmos-
phere we will remember for years to come. There
are many tips to help us save money over the holi-
days and make memories without breaking the
budget. As homeschoolers we’re looking for ways
to educate our children without breaking the
budget as well. This issue of the BCHLA News-
letter is filled with advise from several experi-
enced homeschoolers, just like you on how to
“Homeschool on a Shoestring.”

“Homeschooling on a Shoestring” — the focus for
this issue - sounds like budgeting and that word
usually makes me feel very uncomfortable. Hav-
ing to budget for general living is always a balanc-
ing act for me. My husband has never looked at
me over a cup of tea and said, “Honey, it’s time to
look at our budget again. Won'’t this be fun?”
We’d rather forget that the word “budget” even
exists. Although budgeting for the family expenses
can be frustrating, I’ve actually found that I have
fun trying to save money while homeschooling . In
our family’s almost 21 years of homeschooling,
over seven years were spent living below the pov-
erty level. Looking back, one of the things I notice
is that our children learned just as much then as
they did when our income was higher. They took
music lessons. They took swimming lessons.
Things were tight but somehow we managed.
Maybe it was easier back then without the flash of
the books at conferences or the lure of a Starbucks
Decaf Venti Sugar-free Hazelnut Latte.

Two things I’ve learned...

1.

1. Look within your homeschool group for
skills you want your children to learn. I spent
six months this year teaching Prima Latina to my
son and three other children. All the other chil-
dren had to do was purchase the student work-
book. I don’t know Latin but I learned it along the
way with the children in my class. Some parents
may want to charge a nominal fee and that’s okay
too. I just wanted the accountability that a weekly
lesson would bring.

2. Access fieldtrips. Check out this site:
www.bcfieldtrips.ca. It has an amazing number of
fieldtrips for all ages all over the province of Brit-
ish Columbia.

I could list many other ways to save but you can
find them as you enjoy the articles we’ve in-
cluded in this edition. We have chosen articles
from local homeschool moms just like you. We
have also included articles and websites from
those who ‘make it their business’ to help us save
money. And if you have any other ideas, not men-
tioned in these pages, please forward them on to
us so we can include them in our next issue

Budgeting for your homeschool and Christmas
doesn’t have to be a dreaded task. Be creative.
Relax. And have a Merry Christmas.
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Homeschooling on a Budget

By Isabel Shaw

ou Really Can Do It
Most parents believe educating their children is

an expensive proposition. According to The
Homeschooling Book of Answers, public schools spend
nearly $7,000 per pupil per year. What if I told you there
were families providing an excellent education for their
home schooled child for $50 per year? And even for those
of us who splurge on a few beautiful books occasionally,
we can easily manage to keep our total expenses under
$200 a year. Sound impossible? Here's how:
The Library
My family has built our curriculum around library re-
sources. Books and periodicals are supplemented with
videos, audiocassettes, discussion groups, lectures, CDs,
educational computer games, and foreign language tapes.
For older kids, the library has information on the SAT,
PSAT, ACT, and other college entrance tests. With inter-
library loans, you can access virtually any book in any
library. Be sure to visit several libraries. Quality does
vary. Check out the library's computer system; it should
easily locate the books you want and reserve those cur-
rently on loan.
Homeschooling families use the library in two ways: re-
searching items of interest, and discovering topics for fur-
ther study. After an intense hailstorm, my seven-year-old
was full of questions about hail. We visited the library and
brought home at least 10 books on weather. Some had
great photos; others explained scientific principles very
simply. Our favorite contained experiments for recreating
weather conditions in the kitchen. We wound up spending
months studying weather, water cycles, pollution, and
even electricity.
On other visits to the library, we cruise the aisles in the
children's section looking to discover anything even
mildly interesting. We usually leave with two large shop-
ping bags full of books. I know that shortly after we arrive
home I'll hear their excited voices: "Mom! Come see this
Komodo Dragon! Did you know they're found on only one

IJLSiC for
Y’oung Children,.

The high note in music learning™

myc.com

tiny island?" Or, "Wow! The Aztecs discovered cocoa
and drank 30 cups of cocoa a day!"

Field Trips, Groups, and Educational Television
Field Trips

Most state and national parks offer educational pro-
grams. Sign up for mailing lists and activity notices.
We've learned about maple-sugaring, sheep-shearing,
weaving, beach campfires, and seining (net-fishing) for
free at our local parks.

Museums make great field trips, as do local businesses.
A group trip to a nearby apple orchard taught us every
aspect of managing an orchard. We saw trees being
grafted to produce different apple varieties, watched
apples being made into cider, and tasted the juice. Sev-
eral weeks later, a local candy-maker gave our group a
tour (and some delicious samples!); we watched ma-
chines efficiently form, wrap, and package the choco-
late.

Groups

Learning with a chosen group is a great benefit of
homeschooling. Last year we were part of a homeschool
medieval group. Parents took turns helping with crafts,
telling stories, and planning a big May Day festival,
complete with costumes and a feast. All the kids wanted
to be there, learned a lot, and had a great time.

Try forming classes or clubs for different subjects and
educational activities. My daughter is currently in a
writer's club and two book discussion groups. Families
can save money by sharing costs for hiring a teacher or
tutor for difficult or challenging subjects. Local
homeschool support groups, friends, and neighbors pro-
vide opportunities to barter and share -- one
homeschooling mom exchanges German lessons for
music lessons with a local musician.

Educational Television

Most families agree: PBS stations provide excellent
learning opportunities for homeschoolers. Besides pro-
ducing wonderful programs and documentaries, PBS has
a teacher's website that offers 1,400 lesson plans and
activities, study guides for TV specials, and current
events from around the world. www.pbs.org/
teachersource

Cyber schooling

FamilyEducation.com has extensive resources for
homeschooling families: Activities, curriculum materi-
als, educational games, networking with other
homeschoolers, and more. If you haven't already, visit
the homeschooling channel.

One book I strongly recommend you buy: Homeschool

2 www.bchla.bc.ca
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Homeschooling on a Budget...(continued)

Your Child For Free by Lauramaery Gold and Joan M.
Zielinski. This guide includes "more than 1,200 smart, ef-
fective, and practical resources for home education on the
Internet and beyond." The authors list, review, and rate the
best educational resources on the Internet. They cover eve-
rything from reading-readiness activities for preschoolers to
science projects for teens. Intelligently written and easy to
understand, Homeschool Your Child For Free might just
become the most useful book in your homeschool library.
Used Bargains

Thrift shops, yard sales, flea markets, and library book sales
are great sources of bargains for homeschoolers. Books,
magazines, videos, maps, art and science supplies, costumes
for plays, instruments, music -- the list is endless.

You can find bargains at curriculum fairs, where
homeschoolers preview new curricula and buy and sell their
used materials. One homeschooler came late to a used cur-
riculum sale. The sellers wanted to take home as little as
possible and gave her cartons of books and curricula for
free! Also try looking for used curricula and books online.
Homeschooler's Curriculum Swap (theswap.com) is a good
source, and The Back Pack (www.thebackpack.com) offers
used books and supplemental materials.

Discounts

Educational discounts for homeschoolers are everywhere -
just ask! Barnes and Noble gives homeschoolers a 20 per-
cent discount. Zany Brainy offers 10 percent. All stores
require an ID stating that you are a homeschooler. My
homeschool support group made up an official looking
card and I've used it with no problems. Before I had that
card, I brought a copy of my "intent to homeschool" letter
and the school superintendent's reply to a craft store. I
received a 20 percent educator's discount.

All You Need is Love

Homeschooling on a budget is not difficult. Expensive
curricula, flashy manipulatives, and books written by the
"experts" are nice, but unnecessary. All your child really
needs is a loving parent providing learning opportunities
on a daily basis. And my family has discovered that -- like
many things in life -- the best learning opportunities are
free.

Permission granted by www.FamilyEducation.com
© 2000 - 2005 Pearson Education, Inc. All Rights Re-
served
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o How To Start
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By Lorraine Curry

ou are the best teacher your children will ever

have because you love them more than anyone

else possibly could. Your mandate comes from
God, and your "certification" far surpasses what govern-
ments or colleges could give. Add a commitment to
homeschooling, and you are well on your way to giving
your children the best education possible.
But what about skills and knowledge? Although it is help-
ful to know how to read and write, even these things can
be learned, or re-learned, right along with your children.
You can teach what you know, and when your knowledge
of a subject isn't quite what you think it should be, you can
read aloud and learn together, or your children can learn to
teach themselves.
Low Cost
Would it surprise you if I told you that homeschooling can
be free or nearly-free? There are options that can keep
costs down, if you choose to use them. We spent very little
on homeschooling. Each year we have purchased some
items, but only because I wanted to, not because we
needed them. Spending on curriculum should be done
prayerfully, even if you can afford it, because many items
are purchased and not used. Books can be resold, but usu-
ally for a fraction of what has been paid for them.
The Library
The library can save you a substantial amount of money
and offers a cornucopia of books, from non-fiction for
science and history to classic literature and biographies, as
well as other materials as varied as current events maga-
zines, research volumes, Shakespearean videos and tapes,
painting technique videos, homeschooling programs, for-

‘ SUSAN'S HOMESCHOOL BOOKS

12368 - 216th Street
Maple Ridge, B.C.

S

Providing a wide range of curriculum
incl. Jim Weiss recordings of history,
science and classic lit. and Susan
Wise-Bauer's Story of the World in
unabridged audio.

Phone: 604-466-3098
www.members.shaw.c
a/susansbooks

eign language tapes, phonics tapes and computer equip-
ment.

Christians are sometimes cautious about the library. But if
you read-aloud, you can skip over objectionable parts.
Recently I discovered that Charlotte Mason, in her book, A
Philosophy of Education, also suggested this skipping of
anything not appropriate for children. You could even skip
the book entirely. If a book that you are reading has an
anti-Biblical view, such as evolutionary theory, you can
discuss what the Bible does say. Children need to know
opposing thought to better defend the faith and become
independent thinkers.

Another fine resource is the library in your home which
you can build by finding high quality old books at auc-
tions, garage sales, thrift stores, and library sales. We had
been collecting for so many years and had such great
books here at home that we eventually used our own li-
brary more than the public library. I prefer this as it keeps
us home and saves us time.

Reading Aloud

The actual schooling process begins with the basics - the
skills that your children will need to use almost every day
throughout their lives. Professionals' opinions back up our
family's experiences - reading aloud gives children the
best possible start in education.

An emphasis on the written word at all ages (especially
important when very young) rather than on visual stimula-
tion will result in bright children. Reading aloud or read-
ing silently will "exercise" your child's brain as he builds
his very own "pictures," based on the words that are read.
When good books are read, those "pictures" will stir up
proper judgment, rational thought and result in wise chil-
dren with character. Contrariwise, with the visual, the
work has been done for them. No need to think; no growth
in maturity.

What if your children are not interested in hearing you
read aloud, or in reading themselves? In this case, pro-
claim a fast from videos, TV and computers. Keep read-
ing, and before long they will develop an appetite for good
books.

Starting to Homeschool

If homeschooling is started when children normally start
school (5-7), there can be an easing into routines. One
subject can be taught at a time, staying with that subject
until some measure of achievement is reached. Start with

4 www.bchla.bc.ca
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How To Start...(continued)

phonics, then, none at a time, go on to reading, handwriting,
creative writing and finally basic math. This simple tech-
nique keeps the pressure off, which in turn keeps a love for
learning alive. Moreover, there is only a minimum time re-
quirement. If your child is older and you are taking him or
her out of institutional schooling, there might be more time
required at first. In order to find the time for homeschooling,
you may have to make a decision to eliminate unnecessary
activities, wasted time.

Teaching Phonics

All school subjects will be built upon the mastery of read-
ing. Today many parents with children in public or private
schools find themselves having to re-teach reading. This
shouldn't be, as the school has the child many hours per day
to teach this basic of basics. In the schools and in the home,
the exclusive use of phonics will result in children who can
read well.

There are many tools available for teaching phonics. But
most are far too expensive. You can teach phonics for free!
Mothers, tutors, and governesses have been teaching this
way for hundreds of years. Your tools are a book such as a

Bible, a paper and pencil or a black or white board. With
your choice of tool, teach the sounds of the individual let-
ters, starting with the short vowels. Then teach the conso-
nants, and finally the combinations ("sh," "ch" and so forth).
Then after your children know several letter sounds, use a
simple playground slide diagram to help them blend the
sounds into words. Write the "ch" at the top and the "at" at
the bottom. Then tell your child to make the "ch" go down
the slide and run into the "at." Go on to the long vowels.
You can also emphasized patterns in groups of words (such
as "gate, grate" and "plate").

As soon as your child knows how to read a few words, he or
she needs practice. You can borrow Hop on Pop or similar

mate,

phonics based books from the library, or use a simple phon-
ics based reader. Don't try to use a Dick and Jane book.
These see-say books have too many sight words in them,
and will just frustrate your new reader. We used McGuffey's,
which we received as an introductory offer from a book
club. You needn't continue with reading classes until you
have completed the books. I am very much against all the
(Continued on page 10)
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Suggested Websites

Our theme this issue is "Homeschooling on a Shoe- http://www.cheaperchapters.com/
string". We include websites to give you a starting point.
Email secretary@bchla.bc.ca if you would like this list
emailed to you.

http://wtmboards.com/saleswapdeci17/

http://www.deafhomeschool.com/essentials/ http://www.usedhomeschoolcurriculum.com/
gettingstarted/budget.html uhcboards/
http://www.home-school.com/Articles/phs28- http://www.vegsource.com/homeschool/canada/
loriharris.html index.html|
http://www.betterbudgeting.com/articles/parenting/ Field trip ideas for BC. GREAT site!
homeschoolingcheap.htm http://www.bcfieldtrips.ca/toc.jsp
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HS-4-LessNewsletter/ Save $$ by reading REAL reviews by REAL
_ homeschooling moms. Then buy used!
http://www.suite101.com/lesson.cfm/16658/159/5 http://www.homeschoolreviews.com/
http://www.lamppostpublishing.com/ A terrific U.S. site with many freebies
encouragementhomeschooltips.htm http://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/

http://www.love2learn.net/lifestyle/budwhy.htm

http://www.homeschoolviews.com/articles/feature/ Vo IR . . S
budget.html

Presents

)Oeter an

http://www.cwahm.com/family/hsbudget.htm

http://www.adventisthomeducator.org/a-budget.htm

Adaneed by Jeff Pitcher For 5 rs plus
http://www.nhen.org/nhen/pov/editors/default.asp? P LY sl
id=114

http://www.texashomeeducators.com/
budgethomeschooling.htm

http://www.thenewhomemaker.com/node/68233

http://www.nettlepatch.net/homeschool/#conserve%20

$$

http://www.homeschoolingonashoestring.com/
hslinks.html

Used homeschool books and curriculum. (Personally, |
do not recommend EBay as I've found many items sell
for more than you would pay new and the shipping can
be quite high. Sherri)

melu].ay Matmees
December 116

* ‘T]:e Waterfmnt T]:eatre &
http://www.welovebooks.com/ discussion/ Tlx (604) Gggu5410 *
+

disc 1 toc.htm

COMING SOON! See page 11 for details:
http://bchla.bc.ca/forum/

* www.carouseltheatre .ca
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Children’s Science Answers

Children’s science exam answers:

Q: Name the four seasons.

A: Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.

Q: Explain one of the processes by which water can be

made safe to drink.

A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink because it removes
large pollutants like grit, sand, dead sheep and canoeists.

Q: How is dew formed?

A: The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them

perspire.

Q: How can you delay milk turning sour?

A: Keep it in the cow.

Q: What causes the tides in the oceans?

A: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the Moon.
All water tends to flow towards the moon, because there is
no water on the moon, and nature hates a vacuum. I forget

where the sun joins in this fight.

Q: What are steroids?

A: Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs.

Q: What happens to your body as you age?
A: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get inter-

continental.
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Q: What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?
A: He says good-bye to his boyhood and looks forward to his
adultery.

Q: Name a major disease associated with cigarettes.
A: Premature death.

Q: What is artificial insemination?
A: When the farmer does it to the bull instead of the cow.

Q: How are the main parts of the body categorized? (e.g., ab-
domen.)

A: The body is consisted into three parts - the brainium, the
borax and the abdominal cavity. The brainium contains the
brain, the borax contains the heart and lungs, and the abdomi-
nal cavity contains the five bowels, A, E, I, O and U.

: What is the fibula?
: A small lie.

: What does "varicose" mean?
: Nearby.

: Give the meaning of the term "Caesarean Section"
: The Caesarean Section is a district in Rome.

: What does the word "benign" mean?
: Benign is what you will be after you be eight.
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;ﬁTwo Families Homeschooling on a Shoestring

Kindly submitted by BCHLA members

Dawn Climie and Joy Godwin (condensed version)

hen talking about home schooling on a shoe-
string, people often begin to think about where
to buy cheaper pencils, used books, and other

ways to save money. A shoestring budget is bigger than that.

The key to homeschooling on a shoestring is to choose con-
tentment and gratefulness for what you have; then you will
know the joy of the hunt, the
victory of a good find, and the

fun of spending time together as

out local suppliers and surf internet sites that sell used
books and curriculum or find support groups that have

used curriculum fairs (often ads are posted in newsletters).

The local library spends your tax dollars to keep stocked
with up-to-date books. Let them purchase and store the
books for you! Is there a book you think many people
would enjoy? Suggest the library purchase it and they will
usually oblige.

Have a policy against buying

on impulse. Research a book

a family.

A fundamental area that we

. Four BCHLA newsletters

per year, following the
four seasons.

or curriculum before you
buy. Many of the catalogues
and homeschooling maga-

zines have excellent descrip-

need to develop is the differ-
ence between needs and wants.
When our family didn’t have
enough money for Bible Col-
lege tuition for my husband and car insurance, school took

precedence and the car sat. However, groceries were required.

We fit $70 worth of groceries into a wagon and when that

wasn’t enough space, we used backpacks. Some might say it’s

cruel to put some lettuce and a roll of paper towel into the
Barbie backpack of a four-year-old, but she was very happy

and proud to help the family in a significant way.

Buy used books when you can. It is possible to get a non-
consumable book for most subjects other than primary level
math. This has the advantage of purchasing used and then

selling again when your kids are done with the book. Search

Moore Academy Canada
And Bookstore

Bernice Hafner
Educational Facilitator

Box 479 Stettler, Alberta TOC 2L0 Moore Academy

Phone (403) 742-0428
Cell (780) 632-0134
Fax (403) 742-0441
E-mail mfca@telus.net

tions and the people who run
the companies are usually
very happy to answer ques-
tions. If another homeschool family has a book you are
interested in, ask for their opinion, and borrow it in order
to take a good look at it before purchasing a copy.

Pre-packaged, all-inclusive unit studies can be very expen-
sive and overwhelming. One of the joys of home school-
ing is letting your family’s personality shine through!
Study what interests your kids. When Joy’s children were
fascinated with bugs they learned the body parts, looked at
them under the microscope, and identified every type in
the neighborhood. When my husband was scheduled for
open-heart surgery, the official guide said it was time to
study the lungs but instead we studied the heart with in-

tense interest.

Please don’t think that DLPs are the deal of a lifetime. The
hoops you must jump through and the emotional turmoil
many programs cause people are a poor payback for that
money. DL programs have their place for those who are
unsure of themselves or want the guidance a program of-
fers, but don’t sign up for DL programs because you think

they will be easier, or because you don’t think you are able
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Homeschooling on a Shoestring...(continued)

to teach your kids ‘the right thing.’

Do not buy into the idea that enrichment has to
cost a lot of money. It cannot be stressed enough
that our children spell love "time”. Consider fam-
ily hobbies such as disc golf, fishing, camping,
nature walks, reading together, board games, and
movies. Board games may be purchased through
garage sales and thrift stores. You can trade games
with friends and some game stores will rent

games.

If you are living on a low income there may be
programs in your area for a leisure pass for swim-
ming, skating, or the fitness centre at your local
public recreation centre. Trade science lessons for
creative writing lessons with other parents in your
support group. These little informal co-ops allow
for an amazing amount of learning to take place,
as well as many wonderful friendships for every-

one involved.

The internet has been a boon of adventure; we
have spent time in zoos around the world, desert
ponds in Africa and watched hurricanes develop
before our eyes. Handled responsibly, this new-
found tool can enhance any homeschool.

Our newest addition to our budget saving lifestyle
has to be our vacation at home. We are a camping
family, and have braved the weather many times
to do so. Instead of spending the money on gas,
camp fees and all those details, we recently spent

Usborne Books at Home

_ Making finding out fun!
( Sandi Whitesel
: Consultant
L
USBORNE 250-548-3764

E-mail: sandi@justgreatbooks.com
Website: www.justgreatbooks.com/sandi

the money on a day of go-carting, two days
at the water slides, multiple movie theatre
days, a trip to the zoo and aquarium, as well
as a variety of rented movies and video
games for all to enjoy. I will add that the
passes for the zoo and aquarium were ac-
quired with air miles and we found discount
coupons on the internet for our theatre day,

go carting, and rentals.

If we cheerfully choose to cook from
scratch, give something used a new purpose,
or create a gift rather than buy it, we show
our children that we can be producers rather
than consumers. In this world of constant
consumption we give our children real tools
for daily life by teaching the practicality of
sewing, baking, knitting, and gardening, to
name a few. We are all much more capable
than we know!

My job as a parent is to live with purpose,
knowing that our needs will be met by walk-
ing in faith and showing outward grateful-
ness for every blessing. Looking back over
the years, I can truly say that the best memo-
ries have been created when times were the
toughest. Scarcity and necessity truly are the
mothers of invention and opportunity pre-
sents itself when we live in contentment and

hopefulness.

Much education today is monu-
mentally ineffective. All too often
we are giving young people cut

ing them to grow their own plants.

-- John W. Gardner

i flowers when we should be teach-

Life on a Shoestring

1. Contentment is
crucial.

2. Needs and wants are
very different.

3. Expect chores and
help from the kids —
it instills good work
ethic.

4. Kids do not need
money; they need
happy, content par-
ents.

5. Have a list of gift
ideas and buy them
when they are on
sale. Boxing Day is
your new best friend
for Christmas items.

6. Learn to barter
goods and skills.

7. Develop in your
family hobbies that
are inexpensive and
beneficial.

8. Organization and
tidiness are impor-
tant. A messy house
zaps your energy and
wastes your time
(and time is
money!). See
www.FlyLady.com

9. There are many
books in the library
about living on less.
My favorite is the
Tightwad Gazette.

10. Buying household
items:

11. Use sales, coupons,
and flyers for stores
close to home.

12. Use coupons for
places like mini-
golf/family fun
(check out the inter-
net for on-line cou-
pons).

13. Do not buy anything
at a regular store if
you haven’t looked
at Value Village and
other thrift stores at
least a few times.

14. Develop a compari-
son chart on grocery
items and things
bought frequently.
Use it when looking
at flyers. Costco is
not necessarily the
cheapest!

BCHLA News
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How To Start...(continued)

(Continued from page 5)

unnecessary work for both teacher and student that some
"experts" consider to be part of a well rounded program.
Such things as spelling and comprehension do not need to
be learned separately. If a child is read to, learns to read
phonetically, is read to, starts reading fluently, is read to,
and continues to read individually, he or she will learn and
learn well all the peripherals of our language.

Writing

Writing goes hand in hand with reading, for a winning
"language arts" program. Encourage your children to be
storytellers. If they can't yet write, write their stories down
for them. If you have a tape recorder let them record their
stories, and replay them. Have them draw a picture to go
with their story. As soon as they can write, have them write
their own stories, but don't pay any attention to errors at this
point. You don't want to discourage them! If your children
want you to spell the words for them, do it. Eventually they
will know several words. Then you can point out those that
are misspelled for them to learn. (Your student can either
write each word ten times or spell them aloud several times
to learn them.) Save all your students' papers, or at least the
best ones - they will be treasures someday!

Smart Science Education

Arithmetic

For arithmetic make your own flashcards for drill. And for
all other subjects, first plan what you want to teach over the
school year. Then using the library or your own library,
read-aloud together. Have your children tell back, or write
on what you have read. We gathered for read-aloud sessions
even when our children were perfectly capable of independ-
ent study.

After all, isn't being together as a family what homeschool-
ing is all about?

If you have been thinking and praying about homeschool-
ing, or if you have been feeling overwhelmed or financially
burdened by what you think you must do - or must buy - to
homeschool, I want to encourage you. Homeschooling need
not be expensive nor difficult. The public schools give us a
great example that spending does not equal quality educa-
tion. A better choice is to use simple, tried and true tech-
niques and reap the fruit of Godly, well-educated children.

Lorraine Curry is the author of 5 Star, Easy Homeschooling
Techniques and Easy Homeschooling Companion. See more
articles, FREE copy work, subscriptions, e-books and more
at http://www.easyhomeschooling.com

Waldorf-Inspired
Homelearning

A joyful wayy to-leauwnv

Written by a BC science teacher, these workbooks
contain about 30 hands-on activities covering topics
in chemistry, physics and biology. These activities
emphasize critical thinking and integrate age appro-
priate math skills. All activities can be done at home
with objects easily available to everyone. Only $25
each, these books are available for grades 8 and 9.

For more information, go to:

www.user.dccnet.com/smart_science_edu/

Canadian source
for beautiful
Oak Meadow curriculum.

Canadion content sug-
gestions/substitutions. We
offer all supporting Arty
onds Crafty kity ,plns other
materiolds for youwr creo-
t’waap&advtohom

ning.

Art of Learning
(250) 366-4277
Artofl@look.cav
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Announcements

New and Improved
Website!

ur website is being drastically re-designed this

winter. It will afford us the opportunity to offer

some online features we have not been able to
offer in the past and to integrate our online newsletter sec-

tion with the rest of the site.

BCHLA will shortly be offering an online forum for use as
a place for Canadians to list their used curriculum for sale.
(In fact, by the time you get this newsletter, we may al-
ready be up and running!) The forum will be publicly
viewable. In order to post a for sale or wanted ad, you will
need to register as a site member which is completely free
of charge to everyone. We will also have some sections for
general homeschool discussion and for connecting with
newer home educators around the province.

All forms available on the site - membership, BCHLA
brochure, BCHLA ads, etc., are all available in PDF for-
mat. Also, all articles and news items are easily printable
in a plain-text, black-and-white format.

We hope you enjoy the new site and encourage you to visit
to see the changes (www.bchla.bc.ca)!
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Quarterly newslet-
ters are back! BCHLA
will be sending out
newsletters four
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Kudos to Sherri’s son, David Piechnik, for designing our new
ad. He is a Homeschool graduate and did a wonderful job!

We encourage everyone to use our ad in your support group pub-
lications, on your websites, and anywhere you wish to advertise
BCHLA.

Please email secretary @bchla.bc.ca for a PDF.
http://www.bchla.bc.ca/readarticle.php?article_id=7

Children can be Authors Too!

Writing Correspondence Course
This course is for young writers in grades 4 to 12.

Students begin this course any time during the
year, at any location. This course includes six
units and personal author/teacher feedback.

Students will write a story. Each month they

will complete a short manual and individual activities
that help them learn and apply planning, writing,
editing, spelling and other writing strategies.

Students receive publishing tips and are guided

on how to send a story to a publishing house. They
are also eligible to be published in, Young Writers
as Authors an annual anthology of children's stories.

To register or for information call:
Kim Palmer B.Ed.,M.Ed. (403) 807-7502
Author of Picture Book Series

and Literacy Book.
or e-mail: thechildrensacademy@telus.net
or visit: www.thechildrensacademysite.com

Call or e-mail now for a FREE copy
of the audio CD, Hey Kids! How to get
Your Short Stories into Publishers Hands.

Over 65 students have been published to date.

* A low-frills, no hoops, no strings alternative
* Homelearning Registration anywhere in BC
under Sections 12 & 13 of the School Act

* Mo religious affiliation

times during the year #yWondertree / SelfDesignpaq,
- * %{ ] ] I< %s. sy
to keep you informed ! Homelearners’ Network  “1%7
- *
on the IateSt ISsues. « Contact Suzanne Gregory at 250.754.1227
z or suzannegregory@wondertree.org
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BCHLA

A history of parents

Ad Fees & Deadlines

growing with our
children and with
each other.

Submission Deadlines:

®  Winter 2006 is February 1st
®  Spring 2006 is May 1st
®  Summer 2006 is August 1st

Board of Directors

President .
Sherri Piechnik Display Ad Rates
president@bchla.bc.ca

Tel: 604-543-5025 Business card size (E-mail) $20

Full page $180
Discounts apply when 4 consecutive advertisements
are run and paid for in advance:

. 10 % discount for non-members
. 15 % discount for members

All ads must be prepaid and received by the submis-

Fax: 604-543-5002 1/4 page $45 sion deadline. Extra fee for ad design, if not copy
1/2 page $90 ready.

Secretary/Treasurer

Sheila Paul

secretary @bchla.bc.ca
Tel/Fax: 250-743-7460

About Our New Ad

Kudos to Sherri’s son, David Piechnik, for designing our new ad. He is a Homeschool graduate

Website Director
Coleen Hein

webadmin @bchla.bc.ca
Tel/Fax: 250-562-7788

and did a wonderful job!

We encourage everyone to use our ad in your support group publications, on your websites, and
anywhere you wish to advertise BCHLA.

Please email secretary @bchla.bc.ca and we’ll send you a PDF file or see the link:
http://www.bchla.bc.ca/readarticle.php?article id=7

BCHLA Needs You

We need Director " helpers " to assist the Board. Please
consider how you can share your talents to help us.

Basic requirement - be passionate about Sections 12/13
and registered homeschoolers that promote minimal gov-
ernment intervention.

You are not required to participate in meetings, but your
input is welcome. Dads would be wonderful!

),

Treasurer - presently we are paying a bookkeeper. A
member dad would be great to do bank deposits & a single
annual Financial Statement. The job doesn’t require a pro-
fessional, just some basic accounting experience or a de-
sire to learn!

PR (Promotional) - to promote BCHLA & increase
membership. Help to look for opportunities to set up tables
at community events, hand out brochures, and the like.

Research/ Newsletter articles - someone who loves to
research educational related articles for our website and
newsletter content.

Website Director - Coleen Hein plans to ’ retire * after
fulfilling two terms( four years) and has just made our new
website ‘ director friendly ‘ to make this job easier!

We are the provincial voice for BC homelearners and
have your best interests at heart.

But in order to keep that voice heard & listened to,
we need your support and help.

If you appreciate - Please donate...

If your local support group appreciates the work
BCHLA does on your behalf, please consider a dona-
tion to help us to continue that support!

Mail cheque or money order to:
BCHLA, c/o 1857 Burnham Rd.
Shawnigan Lake, BC VOR 2W4

Do you need verification of your
BCHLA membership?

If you should need verification of your member-
ship with BCHLA for the purposes of educational
discounts, student cards, etc., please contact us. We
will be happy to provide you with documentation
confirming your membership status.

You can reach us via email, snail mail, or tele-
phone at the following:

Email: info@bchla.bc.ca

Canada Post: BCHLA, c/o 1857 Burnham Rd.
Shawnigan Lake, BC VOR 2W4

Phone: 604-543-5025
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