
By Susan Rothenbush 
 

      Well, it is that time of year again when we 
start to turn our thoughts from summer to 
fall.  For some,  that means pulling out all those 
new books we purchased.  For others, it is a 
continuum of the natural learning process that 
takes place all through the year.  
 
       In light of the fact that there are so many 
great resource books out there, people often find 
it difficult to make a decision choosing a teach-
ing style or curriculum.  Books such as Educat-
ing the Wholehearted Child, Teaching the 
Trivium, Charlotte Mason Companion, and The 
Well-Trained Mind (to name a few) give rise to 
broader thought and perspective with respect to 
which path of education to take. 
 
      No matter how we go about directing our 
children in the art of learning, isn¹t it wonderful 
that we have the ability to make choices that 
best suit their individual needs and abili-
ties?   That is what homeschooling is all 
about.  When we lead our children to think for 
themselves, we give them the keys to a future 
without limitations.  When a child, by his or her 
own fruition, is self-motivated to “find out 
more”, the possibilities are endless. 
 
      Over the years there have been many fa-
mous homeschoolers who didn¹t necessarily do 
things “by the book."  However, each of them 
achieved greatness simply by being self-
inspired. 
 
Mark Twain 1835-1910 
Mark Twain received only a small amount of 
basic education from his family.  The rest he 
learned by working in print shops and newspa-
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per offices.  Twain became a great writer and 
produced works such as Huckleberry Finn 
and Tom Sawyer. 
 
Florence Nightingale 1820-1910 
Florence was born in Italy and was taught by 
her father.  She is known for establishing 
nursing during the war.  It was in the military 
hospitals that she trained woman of all ages 
to be nurses. 
 
       And let's not forget  the names of some 
other famous homeschoolers; Alexander Gra-
ham Bell, Orville and Wilbur Wright, Claude 
Monet, C.S. Lewis, Winston Churchill, 
Charles Dickens, Benjamin Franklin, Abra-
ham Lincoln, and George Washington 
Carver.    
   
      So as we embark on another year of 
learning, I encourage each of you to look to-
ward to the months ahead with a sense of ex-
citement and anticipation.   Take time to help 
your children see the world around them with 
more clarity and definition.  Provide them 
with opportunities to venture out into areas of 
personal interest and intrigue.  Remember, 
the possibilities are endless. 
 
     Can you imagine just how big that list of 
famous homeschoolers will be in the years to 
come?  I can. 
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� ay- another 
homeschooler heads 
off to college this 
fall.  My daughter 

Miranda, 21, has just been accepted 
into the Stagecraft (Theatre Tech) 
program at Douglas College in New 
Westminster.  Although I always 
knew—and had often counselled 
others! - that it was possible for 
homeschooled and, yes, even un-
schooled kids to go to college if 
they decided they wanted to, I admit 
I was a little hazy on the de-
tails.  So, for others in that boat, 
here's how it worked for us. 
 
       A year ago, Miranda, un-
schooled from birth, was still very 
undecided about how she wanted to 
approach the next stage of her 
life.  She had no 
particular passion pulling her and 
was pretty much marking time.  I 
was working as an actor and my 
stage manager happened to mention 
that she could use some more vol-
unteer stagehands. 
 
      Miranda volunteered and found 
herself doing a job she really en-
joyed.  She worked hard, learned 
fast, and continued to volunteer in 
theatres around town, learning all 
the time and making a lot of valu-
able personal connections.  By 
spring she was beginning to con-
sider how she could turn 
this into a paying career.  Her men-
tors recommended college training, 
so she did some research and found 
that locally Capilano College and 
Douglas College have the best repu-
tations for two-year programs, while 
Ryerson, back east, is the four-year 
institution of choice. 
 
         Once she'd decided to apply to 
Douglas (partly because it provides 
a transfer possibility to Ryerson, 
should she decide to go that route in 

future), things had to move pretty 
quickly, as we were a bit late.  

 
         Because she was working and 
busy - and because procrastination 
is a way of 
life in this family - we didn't really 
get down to it until early June. 
We went to the Douglas College 
website and were directed to another 
site where a sort of basic admission 
procedure is done for most of the 
colleges in BC. 
 
        Once past the phase, we re-
ceived a letter from the Registrar’s 
Office detailing what Miranda 
needed for admission: by July 7, she 
needed to produce a resume; 2 let-
ters of recommendation; a "letter of 
intent", explaining why she wants to 
attend and what she expects to get 
from the program; and a high school 
transcript.  This last created a bit of 
a flutter around here, but a phone 
call revealed that, since she is over 
18, the transcript was not re-
quired.  [NOTE: this actually ap-
plies to people over 16 on the first 
day of instruction, if they haven't 
been enrolled in school for at least 
one year.] However, proof of Eng-
lish language proficiency at Grade 
12 level is required.  There are sev-
eral ways to accomplish this, but the 
simplest was to sit the exam that 
Douglas College itself provides, free 
of charge.  She didn't get to actually 
sit this exam until after the July 7 
deadline, but having arranged to do 
so was temporarily sufficient. 
 
         Having done all that volunteer 
work meant she had a very skookum 
resume and her mentors in the field 
were more than happy to provide 
very gratifying letters of recommen-
dation.  She sweated a bit over the 
letter of intent, and a lot over the 
exam.  As she later explained to me, 
despite, the assurances of many peo-

ple, she just couldn't believe a 2-
hour exam that essentially stood in 
the place of 12 years of school 
would be easy to pass.  But it 
was.  There were five possible 
grades; she only needed to 
get the middle one to pass, but she 
got the highest. 
 
        And that was it. She's in.  I 
would recommend to others that 
they not leave it as late as we did - 
as it happened, she got the very last 
available seat in the Stagecraft pro-
gram, and that only because the two 
people ahead of her didn't get their 
paperwork in by the deadline. 
 
       So, in some ways this turned 
out to be quite a simple process.  In 
a broader perspective, of course, it 
was simple because Miranda had 
accumulated life experiences that 
supported what she eventually de-
cided she wanted to do.  I would 
like to emphasize that this was not 
in any way a clear and orderly pro-
gression, still less was it planned or 
even foreseen.  "Learning Happens" 
was pretty much the watchword of 
our children's growing up, and now 
it seems that "Life Happens" is 
turning out to be the continuation of 
that.  And to that I say, hoorah. 

 
—————————— 
 

Diana Sandberg and her husband 
Mischa live in Burnaby. They un-
schooled their two daughters from 
birth. It’s been a grand journey, 
not  - it should be noted—always 
smooth sailing, but continues to be 
richly rewarding. 
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Dear Ms. Rothenbush: 
  
Thank you for your email, dated April 19, 2004, writ-
ten on behalf of the British Columbia Home Learn-
ers' Association. 
  
As you have indicated, students enrolled in a distance 
education program are not home schooled children, 
even though the learning may take place in the 
home.  Parents who home school their children are 
the primary teachers and are free to teach any educa-
tion program; however, if a parent enroll their child 
in a public distance education program through a 
school district the British Columbia curriculum and 
School Act must be followed.  
  
You have stated correctly that education programs 
which enroll students in public distance education 
receive full government funding and therefore must 
abide by the School Act in its entirety.  Section 76 of 
the School Act states that "all schools and Provincial 
schools must be conducted on strictly secular and 
non-sectarian principles.  The highest morality must 
be inculcated, but no religious dogma or creed is to 
be taught in a school or 
Provincial school." 
  
Any public school program, including a distance edu-
cation program, which is faith based is not in compli-
ance with the School Act. 
  
I am pleased that your organization is working with 
families to clarify the difference between home 
schooling and distance education.  A well-informed 
parent is able to choose the education delivery option 
that best meets their child's needs. 
  
I appreciate your clarification and thank you for the 
important work you do to support home schooling 
families. 
  
Sincerely,  
Tom Christensen, 
Minister 
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A n obvious choice for learning 
these days is the internet. Many 
people use it successfully to 

research curricula, find or create work-
sheets, play educational games, order 
supplies, or go on virtual field trips to 
online museums and art sites. 
 
Learning how to do well-defined 
searches is key to using the internet effi-
ciently for these kinds of tasks. There 
are several search engines and directo-
ries available to use. There are advan-
tages to each one, but that is beyond the 
scope of this article. For now, we’ll 
teach you how to do a great search at 
one of the most popular directories, 
Google. 
 
To start, you can go to www.google.ca 
and enter a simple search term (which 
will be bolded in this article). For our 
purposes, let’s presume we need to look 
up information on horses for a unit 
study. Horse as a search term is pretty 
general - in fact, I got 24,400,000 pages 
returned (in 0.19 seconds even!) for that 
term! 
 
We can narrow our search down tre-
mendously by adding another word to 
our terms to search for, such as horse 
breeds. Now we only have 376,000 
pages. 
 
But for this study, we want to know 
about rare horse breeds. Putting all three 
words narrows our field to a mere 
48,400 pages of information. 
 
At this point, you should know that the 
first 20-40 links that are returned are 
worth checking out, either by their de-
scription there at the results page, or by 
following a few links to look at the sites 
for a quick assessment. A good idea is 
to bookmark some of the pages in a spe-
cial folder if they look good so you can 
browse more thoroughly later. 
 
Let’s refine that search a bit more. Sup-
pose we wanted a certain phrase in our 
search to appear exactly as we type it. 
For that we can add quotation marks 
around the phrase, as in “horse care”. 

But this looks like it brings up quite a 
few books. We don’t want books, we 
want online information. So enter the 
following: 
 
“horse care” -book 
 
The minus sign means we want to 
searches to ignore a page that has the 
phrase “horse care” and the work 
“book” on it. 
 
If you want to search for a keyword 
and it’s synonyms, you can use a tilde 
(~) in your search: 
 
~food ~facts 
 
This would search for food facts as 
well as nutrition and cooking infor-
mation. 
 
Perhaps you would like to see an art 
gallery site, but you  aren’t sure 
which  ones are online. Try this 
search: 
 
“art gallery” London OR Paris 
 
The capitalized “OR” means Google 
will retrieve pages with either word 
included in the page with the phrase 
“art gallery”. 
 
Google also allows for “safe search-
ing”, meaning you can set a filter so 
that explicit pages or images are not 
allowed in search results. Very nice 
for your homeschool searching, espe-
cially if the kids are the ones doing 
the research! 
 
There are a few more little tricks you 
can use at Google, which you can find 
on their site at http://www.google.ca/
help/refinesearch.html  
 
And  their advanced search page 
(http://www.google.com/
advanced_search) makes it easy to do 
a tricky search without having to re-
member all the tricks. 
 
Searching on the internet gets easier 
as you try the tricks and experiment 
with what works and what doesn’t 
work. Too many words may bring no 

results, words that are too general bring 
results that are not specific enough. But 
you’ll always get something - even if 
the result is sparse, that’s just a hint to 
try a different term or trick! 
 
Tech Talk ‘n ‘Net Natter, written by 
BCHLA Webmaster Coleen Hein, will 
share tips and tricks for internet and 
computer use related to homeschooling. 
Look for more tips next issue! 
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    WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 
 We need people to fill the  
  following positions: 
 
Directors 
*Treasurer (2 year term) 
*Regional Rep. Director  
  (2 year term) 
*Resource Director  
  (2 year term) 
 
Regional Reps. 
We need BCHLA representa-
tives who are willing and able 
to attend support meetings, pass 
out brochures, and be a liaison 
for our association.  If you're 
interested in helping, please let 
us know.   
 
BCHLA depends on the com-
mittment of volunteers to con-
tinue the work that we do. 

       
        We Have a Newsletter Editor 
We would like to introduce Viktoria 
Cseh, our new Newsletter Editor.  We 
want to thank Viktoria for all the hard 
work she has done to produce this latest 
edition of our newsletter.  Although  
Viktoria is not part of our Board of 
Directors, she has filled this position as 
a 'helper.'  We are so happy that she 
decided to volunteer her time and effort 
to BCHLA.  Way to go Viktoria! 



 

D o you sometimes feel 
overwhelmed by all the 
curricula out there to 
ensure that your child is 

on the leading edge of homeschool-
ing success? Items that promise to 
help your child learn better, faster 
and more. If I were starting to 
homeschool today, I’d be over-
whelmed by the number of 
homeschool curricula and products. 
I’d be panicked about my budget 
limitations and worried that I’d 
make the wrong curriculum or prod-
uct choice. 
  
       So take a step back with me and 
take a deep breath. Are all of these 
things as necessary as they seem? 
Probably not. I know from experi-
ence that many of the things that are 
valuable for our children’s future 
success have nothing to do with cur-
ricula or educational products and 
have everything to do with relation-
ships. Think about conversations. If 
you had to buy them, they would be 
so expensive hardly anyone could 
afford them, yet homeschooling 
families can have time for conversa-
tions that very few other families 
have. Conversations where you 
share information with your child 
and your child shares information 
with you. Conversations where you 
learn more about how your children 
think and what they know than just 
about any test can show. 
  
       Conversations are an essential 
homeschooling resource no matter 
what homeschooling approach you 
use. This resource is not something 
you can purchase. It is freely avail-

able although it can, at times, re-
quire a great deal of time and ef-
fort. Conversations with your 
child contribute to the quality of 
your relationship with your child. 
And the quality of your relation-
ship with your child colors every-
thing that happens.  
  
       You’ll find that the time you 
spend in sporadic conversations 
with your child at the beach or in 
a tree as you observe the natural 
world around you lends itself to 
an incredible amount of learning. 
Conversations about driftwood 
can lead to discussions about log-
ging and old growth forests, and 
conservation, and municipal waste 
facilities, and etc. These far rang-
ing discussions can then lead to 
the desire on a child’s part or on 
yours to find out more. Which 
means a trip to the library to look 
at primary source material or a 
search on the web to find out just 
where your town dumps its gar-
bage - a shared experience of pas-
sionate discovery. 
  
        It is so easy to get bogged 
down into thinking you need to be 
teaching all the time when you 
homeschool. You make lunch, 
clean the bathroom, read stories to 
your child, think of something to 
make for supper, go to the grocery 
store while worrying that you’re 
not doing anything to educate 
your child. And maybe if you 
only bought that curriculum you 
saw advertised you’d feel better. 
At the same time, you answer 
questions your children ask, talk 
to them about the dog next door, 

ask someone to answer the tele-
phone, etc. and the days go by. 
  
       You drive to the grocery store 
and your 7-year-old tells you all 
about the spider she saw in the bath-
room this morning and how he was 
going home to his family carrying a 
brief case. Your mind comes back 
from thinking about curricula and 
you ask your child to repeat what 
she just said and she says, “I was 
just kidding, Mom ’cause you were-
n’t really listening.”  And then you 
listen and she tells you things you 
had no idea she knew. You walk go 
into the grocery store together, 
holding hands, talking about what 
kinds of foods people ate before 
there were grocery stores. How they 
stored food. How where they lived 
determined what they ate, etc. 
 
       This conversation and others 
like them are much of what 
homeschooling is about. In the 
process of daily life, our children 
learn all sorts of things in conversa-
tion. It seems so very radical and 
scary to acknowledge that learning 
takes place in such a seemingly hap-
hazard way. But that is how learn-
ing takes place - in an organic ser-
endipitous fashion regardless of our 
attempts to control it.   
 
       And so those times spent in 
conversation with your child, per-
haps even over the ads that appear 
in homeschooling publications for 
educational ���������	
��	��	
���	
���	��	���	�����	���
�������	
����	���	�����
��	���	ads are 
trying to encourage you to buy. I 
don’t mean that you shouldn’t have 
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stuff for your child to do, play with, 
manipulate, read, write on, draw or 
paint with, etc. Just keep in mind 
that conversations are an essential 
part of homeschooling – priceless 
and impossible to buy, yet free to 
anyone who makes the time to have 
them. 

 
 

* * * * 
  
  
 Marty Layne is the mother of four 
young adults. As a result of helping 
her children learn at home, she 
wrote and published Learning At 
Home: A Mother’s Guide To 
Homeschooling and recorded and 
produced a children’s music CD 
Brighten the Day - songs to cele-
brate the seasons.   She’s almost 
finished with her book about burn-
out and motherhood. You can read 
more about her at www.martylayne.
com. 
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   Upcoming Deadlines 
 

   —  Fall/Winter 04/05 deadline  
         is October 15, 2004      
   —  Spring 2005 deadline is March 19, 2005 
   —  Summer 2005 deadline is July 15, 2004 
  
 

   Display Ad Rates 
 

         Business card (E-mail or hard copy)=$20 
         1/8 size (1/2 size of business card)=$15 
         1/4 page $45 
         1/2 page $90 
         Full page $180 
 
    Discounts  
     Apply when 3 consecutive advertisements               
      are run and paid for in advance: 
 
•  10 % off for discounts for non-members 
•  15 % off for discounts for member  
         families/businesses 
 
   All ads must be prepaid. Ads and payment             
   must be received by the submission deadline. 
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BCHLA 
A history of parents  
growing with our  
children and with each 
other. 
 
Board of Directors 
 
President 
Susan Rothenbush 
Tel:  604-466-3098 
 
Vice President 
Heidi Molendijk 
Tel/Fax:  604-462-8480 
 
Treasurer 
Doug Reid 
 
Secretary 
Sheila Paul 
Tel/Fax:  250-743-7460 
 
Resources Director 
Teresa Donker 
Tel:  250-549-7340 
 
Membership Director 
Isabelle Gervais 
Tel:  250-832-1599 
Fax:  250-832-1547 
 
Website Director 
Coleen Hein 
Tel/Fax:  250-562-7788 

 
                 
            Check out the BCHLA website for current information on homelearning in BC,  
            help with getting started, quotes, statistics, studies, discussion groups,  
            links, articles and now our online newsletter!                 
            Recent updates, including a list of independent schools that register homeschoolers! 
 
                                                            http://bchla.bc.ca/ 
 
            You can register at our newsletter site to download a PDF copy of each newsletter , as  
            well as have access to our archived copies of BCHLA News. For the remainder of this  
            year, everyone will be mailed a newsletter as usual, but next year we will ask you to  
            choose to receive either online or mailed copy on your registration form.                                                      
 
                                                   http://bchla.bc.ca/newsletter/ 
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Change of Address  
  
          Notice    
     
  Please note that  
 that  BCHLA’s                                 

  mailing address  
     has changed.     
 
       It is Now: 
 
c/o 1857 Burnham Rd. 
    Cobble Hill, B.C. 
           V0R 1L0 


