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F or those of us living on the coast, the balmy 
springtime weather can make it difficult to get 
our children seated and held to task when it 

comes to their academics. All those beautiful cherry 
blossoms, buzzing bees, and warm sunny days just 
beckon our little ones to come outdoors and play. This is 
also the time of year when we may be getting a bit 
weary of our routine and need a slightly different ap-
proach in teaching our children. Unit 
studies are a great way to break the monotony while at 
the same time keeping our children focused. 
 
As we head into spring, all those flowering plants and 
trees provide opportunities for children to watch and 
study the habits of the honey bee. 
Recently, we spent many hours watching our flowering 
cherry tree come alive with activity. Bees were con-
stantly coming and going, flying from one blossom to 
the next. Although burdened by the large globes of pol-
len attached to their back legs, they flew with determi-
nation and skill. 
 
The following is an outline of how a unit study, based 
on these tireless insects, can combine all areas of study 
into one. 
 

A Unit Study on Honey Bees 
 
Mathematics 
A study of the different dances which a bee performs 
can lead into the study of parallel and curved lines as 
well as a study on the comparison of distances traveled 
based upon which dance is performed. Graphs are also 
an excellent way to chart the different stages of growth 
between the queen, worker, and drone. 
 
History 
From as far back as 3000 BC, Egyptians kept bees in 
mud and clay hives. The Greeks studied new ways of 
raising bees while the Romans utilized melted, dyed 
beeswax to paint pictures. Studies can proceed through 
to the Middle Ages, the pilgrims and the pioneers, and 
on through to World Ward II. Bees contributed greatly 
to many cultures, over many different periods of time. 
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 President's Pen 
 
Science 
Of course, the study of bees holds a wealth of informa-
tion for this particular subject. Topics may include: 
- stages of growth; egg, larva, pupa, and adult bee, 
- anatomy of a bee, 
- life cycle of a house bee, 
- process for pasteurizing honey. 
 
Language Arts 
Unit studies are a great way to teach Language Arts 
through a ‘whole language’ approach. Vocabulary and 
spelling words are derived from the subject and are 
incorporated into daily writing assignments. Grammar 
can be taught through the child’s personal writing. 
Have them ‘dissect’ their own work in order to help 
them get a feel for the verbs, adjectives, nouns, 
etc. that they are using. This format provides more of a 
challenge and can be a nice change from filling in the 
blanks in a workbook. 
 
Art 
Have your children make books about what they are 
studying. Dinah Zike’s Big Book of Books is a great 
resource for coming up with book making ideas. Chil-
dren show their creativity while making a place to store 
the information that they are learning. 
 
Home Economics 
Baking with honey can be fun and healthy. Investigate 
the benefits of using honey instead of refined sugar. Of 
course, baking always incorporates using measure-
ments which means that math skills will come into 
play. 
 
Finally, if you have a local beekeeper in your area who 
will let you visit his/her hive, try to organize a field 
trip. Our family participated in a field trip to the Hon-
eybee Centre in Surrey, B.C. The staff were extremely 
informative and the children really enjoyed the visit. 
The highlight was getting to sample all those delicious 
varieties of honey. 
With unit studies the possibilities are endless. So bee a 
honey and give it a try. 
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fessional, just some basic accounting experience or a de-
sire to learn! 
 
PR (Promotional)  - to promote BCHLA & boost mem-

bership. Currently, we have 
138 families, with 43 of those 
being new members. Help  to 
look for opportunities to set up 
tables at appropriate commu-
nity events, hand out bro-
chures, put up posters/
brochures, and the like. 
 
Research/  Newsletter arti-
cles - someone who loves to 
research educational related 
articles for our website and 
newsletter content. Any perti-
nent info. that we should know 
from around the world, and 
especially from BC. 
 
Website  assistant  - to re-
ceive and distribute (to the 
Board) the emails that come 
into our website. Help answer 
various queries / requests. A 
strong passion for registered 
(traditional) homeschooling is 
a must for this helper position. 

Otherwise, just very basic computer / typing skills would 
help. 
 

Important message from Board of Directors 

From the Secretary, on behalf of the Board of Directors: 
 
We need  Director " helpers " that can assist the current 
Board. Please consider how you can share your talents to 
help us. 
 
Basic requirement - be passion-
ate about Sections 12/13 and 
registered (AKA as traditional) 
homeschoolers that promote 
minimal government interven-
tion / involvement. 
It would be wonderful to get 
some more 'dads' into the mix! 
You would not be required to 
participate in meetings, but 
your input is welcome. 
 
Helper (Assistant) Positions 
needed: 
 
 1 or 2  Temporary (2 day) 
helpers - June 10 & 11 at the 
Homeschool Convention in 
Surrey. To relieve Directors at 
the booth, hand out brochures, 
promote BCHLA. You would 
work with a Director, not 
alone! 
 
Treasurer - presently we are paying a bookkeeper. A 
member dad would be great. Bank deposits, a single an-
nual Financial Statement. The job does not require a pro-
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"Your Home is a mini world designed for learning everything a person will truly need to know to go though life. 

It houses a private school, art gallery, library, communications center (computer, telephone, etc.), restaurant  

for gourmet and fast food, laundromat, nursery, sports arena, hotel facilities (for guests), hospital (for teaching  

nursing skills), infirmary, church, transportation services, garage (auto mechanics), music conservatory, 

 repair shop, and much more. 

Teach your children everything you yourself know." 

 

Maxine McLellan 
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   Ministry Notes - Gov’t adds BCHLA website link 

http://www.bchla.bc.ca/ 

Last year , the Ministry of  Education recognized BCHLA  as a  valuable source of information for registered 
homeschoolers and inserted our website link on this  Ministry webpage. 
Thanks goes out to those that volunteer on our behalf and advocate for minimal government involvement, in-
cluding all current and former Board of Directors, Vicki Livingstone (founder), Regional Reps, and the list goes 
on. Many years of liaison work and communication with the Ministry have been rewarded !  Bravo ! 
 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/home_school/ 
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          Stress-Free Summer Plans 

From Roxanne Meredith 
 

K udos’ to our beautiful daughter Natalie Welburn, 
for the fabulous and entertaining role you played 
as Mrs. Cratchit in the Red Rooms Production of 

Scrooge.  We are so proud of all your hard work and dedi-
cation and of the 
courage it took you to overcome those opening night jit-
ters. I know you loved performing as much as the audience 
of 500 people enjoyed watching the play.  We look for-
ward to seeing you in your next role!  Great job, 
 Love Mom and Dad 
 

  Kudos Column  1 ku-do (koo dough)  --award,  honour, compliment, praise. 
 
ku-dos (koo doughz) —fame & renown resulting from achievement 

You may send your kudos to :  
newsletter@bchla.bc.ca, use the contact form on our 
website (http://bchla.bc.ca/contactus.html) or snail-
mail them to our mailing address (see back page).  
Let’s give our great students a public pat on the back! 

(How to Homeschool Year Round without Noticing!) 
 

S hhh…I’ll let you in on a secret –we’ve always 
homeschooled year round but don’t tell my chil-
dren! Frankly, by the time most summers roll 

around, we’re all ready for a break from our normal stud-
ies and routine, including me. So I’ve learned to slip in 
summer studies in a simple, enjoyable way without anyone 
stressing out –no grades, no tests, no tight schedules, no 
record keeping! 
Here are just a few reasons I like to maintain a learning 
lifestyle year round:  
We don’t have to spend weeks reviewing in the fall –a 
public school teacher once told me she introduces very 
little new material for the first few months of school each 
year because so much time is spent on reviewing all the 
children forgot over the summer months. 
 

•We have plenty of time to concentrate on any weak 
areas or “gaps” we need to fill in. 

 
•We have extra time to concentrate on any strengths or 

special gifted areas in each child! Maybe one has wanted 
to explore art in greater depth, another is fascinated by 
geology. Here’s a whole summer we can dig into  these 
areas!   

 
•We live in hot sunny Alabama so there are hours in 

the afternoon when it’s simply too hot to be outdoors –this 
makes a perfect time to work on constructive indoor pro-
jects and educational hobbies along with reading many 
wonderful books, without resorting to TV or other mind-
less pursuits! 

 

•We want to make learning FUN all the time and dem-
onstrate a love of lifetime learning to our children –
summer gives us freedom to explore all those “off the 
beaten curriculum paths” areas you won’t find in text 
books. 

 
•This also gives us the opportunity to take off when 

needed during the regular school year without guilt be-
cause we know how much the children have learned year 
round! 

 
3 R’s  for the Summer 
Generally we would plan to work in several short sessions 
of math and English each week. For example, we’d do a 
little English for two days a week –either working in an 
English textbook or doing a little writing for about 15 or 
20 minutes each session, and then tackle about half a math 
lesson (depending on the child’s level and the length of the 
lesson) three days a week.  Sometimes  instead of working 
on the current math text, we’d take a break to drill in spe-
cific areas –no long boring drills for multiplication, addi-
tion, or subtraction facts, we’d play math games or prac-
tice facts as we would go about our other activities. 
Reading has never been “work” to us so we’ve always 
enjoyed reading good books no matter what the time of 
year. Weekly library trips  are a pleasure –and most public 
libraries have fun reading programs during the summer for 
younger children.  When the children were young, we had 
special summer reading traditions –for example, each 
summer we would read aloud from Elizabeth En-
right’s  Gone Away Lake and  Return to Gone Away . 
What a wonderful way to spend many happy hours -- these 

(Continued on page 5) 

We cannot teach people anything; we can only help 
    them discover it within themselves. - Galileo 
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Stress-Free Summer Plans: (con’t) 

books always inspired creative summer projects! 
[For a list of good summer reading, see “Our Favorite 
Books!” and check out the books reviewed and featured in 
CHFWeb’s  Bookstore, too! ] 
Simplifying Housework so YOU can have a vacation, too! 
Don’t stay indoors working all summer long --now is the 
time to create a simplified cleaning and meal schedule for 
the next few weeks so you can get out and enjoy the sun-
shine! Nobody will force you to take a vacation, it’s up to 
you to manage to find time for yourself. (Your family will 
appreciate the difference if they are observant –rested 
women make better wives and moms! ) 
 

•Declutter! Each spring or early in the summer, we try 
to work our way around the house, sometimes just spend-
ing 15 minutes at a time, decluttering our house so we 
have less to maintain.  Surface areas are kept as bare as 
practical, making room for a simple bouquet of garden 
flowers or a plant, but quick to wipe clean each day. 

 
•During a recent camping trip, I noticed how little we 

actually needed to live comfortably and determined to get 
rid of as much excess as possible. It was so easy to tidy up 
each morning with fewer material things about. 

  
•Make sure everyone pulls his own weight around the 

house –have a family meeting and assign specific chores if 
you haven’t already done so. Provide appropriate conse-
quences for children who aren’t faithful. Make sure you’re 
following through and checking their work and training 
them for efficiency. (Keep chores age-appropriate –don’t 
expect too much or too little!) For more tips on establish-
ing a family housework routine, see the article on: 
Homeschool and Housework! 

 
 Join CHFWeb’s " Doing Housework to the Glory of 
God"  Christian Homemaking group on the Homemaking 
section if you need additional motivation! Just post a mes-
sage asking for inspiration and accountability and you’ll 
hear from other homeschooling moms who are working on 
this area, too --they will be happy to share some tips.  
Take Summer Shortcuts in the Kitchen!  
Keep meals simple and don’t be afraid to pull out the pa-
per plates!  Don’t tell the environmentalists  but we use 
hundreds over the summer. (We also plant trees though!) 
If you need more ideas on easy healthy menus for summer, 
check out the Recipe Swap section of CHFWeb and ask 
for help from other homeschooling moms! 
 Summer passes quickly, so let’s make the most of each 
day, enjoying time with our families and welcoming a 

(Continued from page 4) slower change of pace and a restful, productive season 
filled with His joy! 
 “You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is 
fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forever-
more. “ –Psalm 16:11  
 
by Tamara Eaton     
© Copyright Tamara Eaton 1994-2001, all rights re-
served. Permission is given to reprint any of Tamara's 
articles in non-profit publications. 
 http://www.chfweb.com/ 
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 Tech Talk 'n Net Natter 

A s more and more home learners are going online 
these days for research, educational games and 
sites, or full-fledged courses, internet safety is para-

mount to protect your family computer from viruses, 
worms, Trojan horses, and spam. The marketplace has many 
options to project you from internet threats, but there are 
also some very good free options - and "free" is an attractive 
word to most homeschoolers I know. I'll run over internet 
safety basics in this article - all links are listed at the end. 
 
The first thing any web surfer needs is a good personal fire-
wall program. Norton and 
McAfee are probably two of the 
most well-known commercial 
product. But you can use a free 
program like ZoneAlarm Per-
sonal or Sygate Personal fire-
wall software - both of which 
are highly recommended by 
industry experts. The firewalls 
work by ensuring that programs 
on your computer (such as your 
browser and mail programs) have your permission to access 
the internet. If a malicious program tries to access the inter-
net, you will be able to stop it before any harm is done. For 
even better security, most experts also recommend that you 
use a hardware firewall as well as a software program, but 
that's beyond the scope of this article. 
 
An anti-virus program is used to check your whole com-
puter for malicious files that may have snuck in when you 
weren't looking. AVG Free is an oft-recommended program  
used for this purpose. You can set it to run a check nightly 
or some time when you aren't needing the computer. You 
can also make sure it gets automatic updates of it's virus 
files. Just be sure to tell your firewall that it has permission 
to go out and do that.  ;)  Any viruses that are found are 
thrown into the "virus vault", effectively quarantining them 
until you deal with them. Also, it checks in-coming and out-
going e-mails for viruses that may be attached, which helps 
to control the spread of malicious code. 

 
Two more great programs are used to get rid of adware 
(programs that are created to spit ads at you incessantly 
when you're surfing the web) and spyware (programs that 
maliciously track your web surfing habits). Ad-Aware by 
Lavasoft is a super free tool for guarding against browser 
hijackers, data miners, aggressive advertising programs, 
and more. Spybot Search and Destroy hunts out and deals 
with programs that might send personally identifiable info 
to someone on the internet.  Run these every week or so if 
you're a heavy surfer or downloader, maybe less if you are 

only on every once in awhile. 
 
Another option I use is a program called "Mailwasher". It 
is about $37US, but well-worth it. Mailwasher will allow 
you to preview mail sitting on your ISP waiting for you to 
download, and delete it, bounce it, or blacklist it before it 
ever hits your own computer. If you are a heavy e-mail 
user, this tool can be indispensable to control spam, some 
viruses, e-mails with attachments you don't want, etc. 
 
There is a lot of great information on home firewalls, anti-
spyware, anti-adware, and other security issues at The 
Home PC Firewall Guide site (link at end of article). This 
site is a great read-through and I highly recommend it for 
solid firewall information as well as great links to security 
programs, free or commercial. It will pay to educate your-
self in internet security. 
 
Of course, defence is your best offence - never open e-

mail attachments if you have 
no idea who or where they 
came from. Don't surf to ques-
tionable sites. Don't download 
from sites you are unfamiliar 
with - or if you do, be sure to 
scan the files for viruses before 
you install with your anti-virus 
program.  
 
I've used Zone Alarm, AVG, 

(Continued on page 13) 
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The Value of “Living Books’’ by Teri Ann Berg Olsen 

The Value of “Living Books”  
and Reading Aloud  

 

C hildren of all ages prefer the aliveness of real litera-
ture—“living books”—as opposed to the dull repeti-
tion of standard textbooks. Children will get much 

more out of a lively discussion of a story or book than they 
would by just memorizing facts. Especially when teaching 
history, the more real the past seems to children, the more 
interesting it is. Instead of teaching history as dry, dusty 
names and dates to remember, try reading biographies, or 
better yet, autobiographies. 
  
Even if you use a pre-packaged curriculum, you can supple-
ment it with living books. For example, we use Switched-
On Schoolhouse, and recently while studying ancient 
Greece, we read the D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths on 
the side. For a third-grade beginning study of American 
History, we read and discussed all of the books in the 
American Adventure series. They bring historical events to 

life with storylines and characters that children can relate 
to.  
 
Some people feel it doesn’t matter what kids read, as long 
as they’re reading something. But wouldn’t it be so much 
better to read great literature that sets a good example? 
Reading good literature will inspire children in their own 
writing. You can encourage this by suggesting that they 
rewrite or add to a story. Well-written literature also dem-
onstrates proper grammar and word usage. When new 
vocabulary is acquired from books they have read, chil-
dren can incorporate it into their own writings. Reading, 
spelling, and writing all naturally work together .  
 
Developing a habit of reading for pleasure is not always 
easy. A good way to do this is to establish a tradition of 
reading aloud to your children. Take turns talking about 
what each person thought about the book, the characters 
and their motivations, how the story could be better, and 
so on. It takes a little more planning and time to conduct a 
reading program in this way, but it’s well worth the effort.  
 
If the home environment is abundant with language, chil-
dren will absorb it; if grown-ups take time to read stories, 
children will learn how to speak and listen. Listening is a 
difficult skill to develop, but it is extremely important. 
This is another purpose for which reading aloud can be 
helpful. For more detailed information on reading aloud, I 
recommend The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease.  
 
WHEN MOTHER READS ALOUD  
 
When Mother reads aloud, the past 
Seems real as every day; 
I hear the tramp of armies vast, 
I see the spears and lances cast, 
I join the thrilling fray; 
Brave knights and ladies fair and proud 
I meet when Mother reads aloud. 
 
When Mother reads aloud, far lands 
Seem very near and true; 
I cross the deserts’ gleaming sands, 
Or hunt the jungle’s prowling bands, 
Or sail the ocean blue. 
Far heights, whose peaks  
the cold mists shroud, 
I scale, when Mother reads aloud. 
 
When Mother reads aloud, I long 
For noble deeds to do— 
To help the right, redress the wrong; 

(Continued on page 8) 
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It seems so easy to be strong, 
So simple to be true. 
Oh, thick and fast the visions crowd 
My eyes, when Mother reads aloud. 
 
~Author Unknown  
 
THE READING MOTHER  
 
I had a mother who read to me 
Sagas of pirates who scoured the sea, 
Cutlasses clenched in their yellow teeth, 
Blackbirds stowed in the hold beneath. 
 
I had a mother who read me lays, 
Of ancient and gallant and golden days; 
Stories of Marmion and Ivanhoe, 
Which every boy has a right to know. 
 
I had a mother who read me tales 
Of Gelert the hound of the hills of Wales, 
True to his trust till his tragic death, 
Faithfulness blent with his final breath. 
 
I had a mother who read me things, 
That wholesome life to the boy heart brings— 
Stories that stir with an upward touch, 
Oh, that each mother of boys were such! 
 
You may have tangible wealth untold;  
Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold.  
Richer than I you can never be —  
I had a mother who read to me. 
 
~Strickland W. Gillilan  
 
Copyright by Teri Ann Berg Olsen. Used with permission. 
Teri is a home educator, librarian, and writer who lives in 
New River, AZ. Teri's articles, reviews, mini unit studies, 
and more are available online at 
www.knowledgehouse.info.  

(Continued from page 7) 

The Value of “Living Books’’ (con’t) 
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Facing the Homeschool Super-Mom, part 2 
Part Two of a two-part article: written by Laura Bankston 
of Anchorage, Alaska. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Principle #3:  It doesn't matter what others think.  I 
know, it seems easier said than done.  But I guarantee that 
if you've actually taken the time to write down your list of 
100 things that you're grateful for and 10 wonderful quali-
ties of your child, that you won't care what other people 
think because you will know and appreciate what you 
have. 
 
And, see, it really doesn't matter what other people think. 
 
What matters is what's important to you.  Your core val-
ues.  Your beliefs.  Your ethics.   How do you want your 
children to be as adults?  Hey, write it down right now.  5 
things you want your child to be as an adult. 
 
Okay, I'll do it right now too for Ryan who is 6 years old--
but do yours before you read mine: 
A loving husband and father 
An honest, ethical entrepreneur 
Faithful in service to God 
Kind, thoughtful, and helpful to those less fortunate 
Thankful and content for what he can do and what he has 
Now, I'll bet that you had similar types of things.  Not, 
"makes $1,000,000 by age 30" or "wins he Miss America 
contest". 
 
Focus on developing and rearing your child to have those 
5 qualities, and I'll guarantee that the fact that Mrs. Smith's 
daughter who is 2 years younger than yours is reading 
book three times as difficult.  Geez, that's a real life skill.  
You see what I'm getting at? 

 
Principle #4:  When you say "yes" to one thing, you 
are always saying "no" to something else.  Have you 
ever heard that before?  I heard that from an owner of a 
successful multi-million dollar business.  That was the 
simple rule that he used to prioritize his life.  When he sat 
at his desk with phone messages to return, he would liter-
ally think, "If I say 'yes' to calling this person, what will I 
be saying 'no' to?"  When someone would asked to do 
something, he was able to say "no", knowing that if he 
said "yes" to that project, that he would be saying "no" to 
extra time with his family. 
 
This principle applies to everyone whether they are con-
scious of it or not. 
 
Mrs. Smith who is working so hard to have her child ad-
vanced in reading is saying "no" to some other educational 
area.  Or, Suzie Homeschool Super Mom up the street who 
has her immaculate home is saying "no" to time with her 
kids or family or something else. 
 
The same applies to me.  I've said "yes" to this 
homeschool site, so I've had to say "no" to things like hav-
ing a perfectly neat house, laundry always done and put 
away, and a 5 course home-cooked meal on the table by 
5:00 every night. 
 
Only say "yes" to the things that are important to you. 
 
(See, you don't know it, but I've been gone for 20 minutes.  
My daughter came downstairs crying, and I stopped to 
take care of her.  And I've also acquired a set of ear muffs 
made from pipecleaners and pom-poms.) 

 
So, as I was saying, say "yes" ONLY to the 
things that are most important to you.  And know 
ahead of time what you'll be saying "no" to be-
fore you say "yes"! 
 
Principle #5:  Take advantage of every possi-
ble tool.  That's right.  I don't lift a finger (well, 
hardly a finger) to clean my home as I have 
cleaner's come twice a week to take care of that 
responsibility for me.  And to solve my meal 
preparation dilemma?  I purchase items that can 
be thrown in the oven and get side dishes that are 
quick and easy. 
 
You can do similar things.  I have a homeschool-
ing friend who takes one day a month and cooks 
all day to  makes meals for 30 days that she 
freezes and uses one at a time.  And I thought 
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she cooked from scratch every night! 
 
Having difficulties organizing?  Don't fight it.  Buy some-
thing that organizes your stuff or forget it.  It really isn't that 
important to waste time stressing over! 
 
Use all the tools you can, and leave everything else to col-
lect dust. 
 
So whatever happened to that super mom? 
 
Hopefully by now you've done the exercises or at least 
skimmed enough here and there to know that there is no 
super mom except the unrealistic giant you've created in 
your mind.  Instead, you should have a full, realistic view of 

the gifts and treasures that you possess and a new apprecia-
tion for all you get done and how you can enjoy doing what 
you do a little more!  If you've done that, than I wasn't 
wrong in saying "yes" to this project! 
 
Release your worries and enjoy life! 
 
 
Laura Bankston 
Wife, Mother of three, Homeschooler, 
and Business Owner who works from home 
and still focuses on her family! 
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Editor's note: We'd like to thank Laura Bankston for her kind per-
mission to use this article in the BCHLA News. You can get more 
articles plus colouring pages, lesson plans and homework help on 
her website at www.homeschoolinglibrary.com. 

(Continued from page 9) 

Facing Homeschool Super-Mom, part 2 (con’t) 

  Regional Reps 2005  

Langley Aultman,  Karen  kaultman@shaw.ca 

Victoria Bennallack, Vince & Janice (250) 479-9516 bennfam@995.ca 

Vernon Donker, Teresa (250) 549-7340 no email 

Penticton Erzinger, Colleen (250) 493-0338 colzinger@shaw.ca 

Williams Lake Linde, Joanne (250) 392-2262 otherwise@midbc.com 

Ucluelet Livingstone, Mark & Doris (250) 726-7789 thelivingstones@ukeecable.net 

Abbotsford Livingstone, Wendy (604) 857-2709 wliving007@shaw.ca 

Cranbrook McMullin, Doug (250) 489-5779 douglasmcmullin@shaw.ca 

Christina Lake Penner, Karen (250) 447-6333 kapenner@yahoo.com 

Sayward Rainbow, Janet (250) 282-0149 info@homeschool.bc.ca 

Tomslake Ross, Ivy (250) 786-5608 ross@pris.bc.ca 

Telkwa/Smithers Wittwer, Kathleen (250) 846-5168 kbwittwer@uniserve.com 

Argenta (Kootenay) Ross-Herbison Rachel (250) 366-4277 artofl@look.ca 

Surrey Waiz Cynthia (604) 538-8163 waiz@shaw.ca 

Kamloops Meunier Janet (250) 573-3820 school_house@shaw.ca 

Be a part of our BC Home Learners’ family. It’s fun, it’s a way to share and you’ll 
help local support groups in a special way. Contact  Director Sherri Piechnik. 
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"I am beginning to suspect all elaborate systems of education. They seem to me to be built up on the supposition that every child is a kind of 

idiot who must be taught to think. Whereas if the child is left to himself, he will think more and better, if less showily. Let him go and come 

freely, let him touch real things and combine his impressions for himself , instead of sitting indoors at a little round table, while a sweet-voiced 

teacher suggests that he builds a stone wall with his wooden blocks, or plant straw trees in bead flower-pots. Such teaching fills the mind with 

artificial associations that must be got rid of, before the child can develop independent ideas out of actual experiences." 

 -Anne Sullivan, tutor to Helen Keller 
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7. You will not have to teach algebra, unless you really 
want to. It is not necessary to teach pre-algebra to ten 
year olds. When your teen decide to become a scientist, 
together you will explore the ways they can learn Algebra 
- in a community college class, with a tutor, or through 
text books. After years of using math in their daily lives, 
homeschooling teens are well equipped to teach them-
selves algebra. Don't worry about it when they are ten.  
 
8. You will question yourself a lot. Maybe several times 
a day in the beginning. This is normal. Find a fellow 
homeschooling friend. Support each other. Tell each other 
that it's okay to sometimes feel that your children didn't 
seem to learn anything on a given day. They did, and so 
did you!  
 
9. You don't have to starve or live in a tent to 
homeschool your children.  
Thousands of homeschooling families are able to make 
the money they need and homeschool their children at the 
same time. While you create a family business or dream 
job, or restructure your current job, your children will 
learn the most important skill of all - how to create the life 
of their dreams. For more information on how to get the 
money you need while homeschooling your children, read 
"homeschool.com's Guide to making Money" at  
  http://www.homeschool.com  
 
10. Trust in your child. They learn how to love, smile, 
crawl, walk, talk, run, dress themselves, and understand 
their world before starting school, and they will continue 
to grow and learn without school. 

  10 Most Important Things To Know 

THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT THINGS YOU NEED 
TO KNOW ABOUT HOMESCHOOLING 

By Elizabeth Kanna 
 

1. Homeschooling is life changing. It creates personal-
growth for both the parent and the child. You (the parent) 
get a second chance to rediscover your own special genius, 
while you help your child discover his/hers. Nothing you 
will  ever do will have a profound effect on your child and 
your family's future as homeschooling.  
 
2. You are qualified to homeschool your child if your 
love to read to them, love to spend time with them, love to 
explore the world with them, love to see them learn new 
things and, most importantly, love them. And as a veteran 
of thirty years in the homeschooling movement states, "it 
helps if you don't have a teaching credential."  
 
3. Children love to learn. It is as natural to them as 
breathing. They have an incredible hunger to explore their 
world and examine what is interesting to them. They learn 
by following their interests, with one interest leading to 
another. This is the way we all learned before going to 
school and the way we continue to learn after we leave 
school. Homeschooling families learn together and under-
stand that it is a life-long process.  
 
4. Homeschooling is legal everywhere in Canada. 
Homeschooling laws vary from province to province since 
education is a provincial responsibility. For more informa-
tion about your particular province, contact homeschoolers 
who live there.  
 
5. It does not take eight hours a day to homeschool your 
child. Most of the time children spend at school is waiting. 
Design a plan that works for your family and be prepared 
to scratch it several times and start over. Don't try too 
hard. Don't sacrifice your family's happiness to "school" 
your children. There are many ways families 
homeschool, find one that works for you and your fam-
ily.  
 
6. Your child will not became a social misfit. Children 
do not need to be socialized in a large group of same-age 
children to become well-adjusted social creatures. Quite 
the opposite. Most parents want their children to learn 
their social graces from adults, not other children. 
Homeschoolers have healthy relationships with people of 
all ages, including the new mother next door, the retired 
couple who likes to garden, their friends at ballet, 4-H 
and Kung Fu and most importantly, their parents.  



13 BCHLA News 

and Mailwasher for the last 6 years or so, and I have yet to 
have a virus infect/disable my system. Find the programs/
systems that work for you and you will enjoy virus-free 
computing time! 
 
Zone Alarm Personal Firewall (look for link to free 
download) 
http://www.zonelabs.com/ 
 
Sygate Personal Firewall 
http://smb.sygate.com/products/spf_standard.htm 
 
AVG Free Edition (Anti-Virus) 
http://free.grisoft.com/doc/1 
 
Ad-Aware 
http://www.lavasoftusa.com/software/
adaware/ 
 
Spybot Search and Destroy 
http://www.safer-networking.org/en/
index.html 
 
Home PC Firewall Guide website 
http://www.firewallguide.com/ 
 
Mailwasher  (commercial) 
http://www.mailwasher.net 
 
Tech Talk 'n Net Natter, written by 
BCHLA Webmaster and self-proclaimed 
computer addict Coleen Hein, shares tips 
and tricks for internet and computer use 
related to homeschooling. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Tech Talk (con’t) 
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• BCHLA would like to thank the Victoria Christian 
Homeschoolers for their generous donation of $100. 

 
• Jan writes: Just a thank you for the work you do on 

our behalf. We appreciate knowing that you are vigi-
lant in keeping abreast of changing gov. policies. 

 
• Dawn writes: I do want to be sure that those who want 

to be traditional home learners aren’ t forced into be-
coming DEL. 

• Norma writes: Due to certain 
circumstances we have 
needed to utilize the “ en-
rollment “ option. But even 
with that my heart is towards 
just registration. You folks 
do a wonderful job at keep-
ing all home educators in-
formed and keeping the gov-
ernment accountable to the 
people. 

 
• Debbie writes:  With the 

ever growing number of 
distance ed programs and 
options available I DO NOT 
want to see the RIGHT to 
HOMESCHOOL taken 
away. I value my right to 
just register my child as re-
quired by law and then to 
educate my child accord-
ingly. Thanks! 
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Homeschooling in the News 

Note: Many news organizations keep stories online for a 
limited period of time, ranging from 7 days to several 
months. 
If a particular news story is not available, you can try ac-
cessing the news organization's archive on their web site 
for further information. 
 
http://washingtontimes.com/metro/20050403-102325-
4596r.htm 
Parent-child bond: Love and learning  By Kate Tsubat 
 
A mother was reading to her son in the crowded waiting 
room of a medical office. The 5-year-old was raptly fol-
lowing the twists and turns of the story. He didn't squirm, 
despite a fairly long period of reading. At one point, he 
whispered into his mom's ear, and she produced a small tin 
of hard candies from which he chose one, and then he set-
tled back down to listen again.  
    Some of the other patients remarked on his behavior and 
interest in the book. "Well, we're home-schoolers," the 
mom mentioned.  
 
http://www.crosswalk.com/family/
home_school/1320839.html 
Chemistry - Everywhere Around the House 
Susan K. Stewart 
 
The laughter died down, John continued his tales of being 
a teenaged science geek. Again, he delighted everyone 
with stories of blowing up something in the basement and 
setting it on fire. Twenty years after the fact, it evokes 
laughter and John is an engineer for NASA developing 
new sub-space aircraft. To home educators, these stories 
bring trepidation about teaching laboratory science in gen-
eral and chemistry in particular at home. 
Chemistry textbooks are also fearsome, because they ap-
pear to be written in a foreign language. Often these books 
are written for science majors rather than for general sci-
ence knowledge.  
 
http://www.heartland.org/Article.cfm?artId=16300 

Home Schooling Benefits Are Real, Widespread 
Written By: David W. Kirkpatrick 
Published In: School Reform News 
Publication Date: February 1, 2005 
 
The evidence that home schooled students do well is more 
than special-interest pleading. Departments of education in 
such states as Alaska, Tennessee, and Washington have 
conducted studies that found the typical home schooled 
student comes out ahead on virtually every significant 
measurement. 
Specific instances abound. One family sent three home 
schooled youngsters to Harvard; a home schooler wrote a 
bestseller at age 15; home schoolers placed first, second, 
and third in the 2000 National Spelling Bee; Patrick Henry 
College in Virginia was founded for such students. Former 
U.S. Secretary of Education Bill Bennett has suggested, 
probably only partly tongue-in-cheek, that “Maybe we 
should subcontract all of public education to home school-
ers.” 
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You can now get our newsletter right on our website! It will be put on the site up to a 
week before the mailed copy gets to you!  All BCHLA members who have internet access will be 
able to register at our newsletter site to download a PDF copy of each newsletter, as well as have 
access to archived copies of BCHLA News. You can read it online, print out the whole newsletter, 
save them all to a disk, print only the pages you need - whatever suits you best! Check it out at - 
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              Online Newsletter for BCHLA! 

Discounts apply when 3 consecutive advertisements 
are run and paid for in advance:  
 
• 10 %  discount for non-members 
• 15 %  discount for members 
 
All ads must be prepaid and received by the submis-
sion deadline. Extra fee for ad design, if not copy 
ready. 

Up-Coming Deadlines: 
 

• Summer 2005 deadline is July 15, 2005 
• Fall/Winter deadline is October 15,2005 
 

Display Ad Rates 
 

Business card size (E-mail) $20 
1/4 page $45 
1/2 page $90 
Full page $180 

  Ad Fees & Schedules BCHLA 
A history of parents  
growing with our  
children and with 

each other. 
 
Board of Directors 
 
President 
Susan Rothenbush 
Tel:  604-466-3098 
 
Secretary 
Sheila Paul 
Tel/Fax:  250-743-7460 
 
Reg. Rep. Director 
Sherri Piechnik 
Tel: 604-543-5003 
 
Website Director 
Coleen Hein 
Tel/Fax:  250-562-7788 

  BCHLA is looking for people to serve as Directors 
and Regional Representatives. 
 
If you feel that you would like to help in one of these po-
sitions or if you would like more information, please send 
an email to info@bchla.bc.ca or phone 604-466-3098. 

         BCHLA Needs You! 
Check out the BCHLA website for current information on 
home learning in BC, help with getting started, quotes, 
statistics, studies, discussion groups, articles, links, and 
now our online newsletter!       
 

http://bchla.bc.ca/ 
 

BCHLA also hosts two provincial e-mail lists to connect 
BC home educators. Our main list is for general home 
education issues, especially as it pertains to registration. 
Use it to ask homeschooling questions, get important up-
dates between newsletters, and see how others teach their 
kids across the province. Our secondary list is for those in 
the province who have students enrolled in Distributed 
Learning Programs to chat about DLP-specific issues. 
Check them out at - - - 
 

http://bchla.bc.ca/maillist.html 

 Meet Us Online! 

 
If you appreciate -  Please donate… 

 
If your local support group has appreciated the work 

BCHLA has done on your behalf this year, please con-
sider a donation to help us to continue that support! 

Do you need verification of your 
BCHLA membership? 

 
If you should need verification of your member-
ship with BCHLA for the purposes of educational 
discounts, student cards, etc., please contact us. We 
will be happy to provide you with documentation 
confirming your membership status. 
 

You can reach us via email, snail mail, or tele-
phone at the following: 
 
Email:  info@bchla.bc.ca 
 
Canada Post:  BCHLA, c/o 1857 Burnham Rd, 
Cobble Hill, BC V0R 1L0 
 
Phone:  604-466-3098 

I’m always ready to learn although I do not always like 
being taught. 

Winston Churchill 


